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Module Aims: 
This module aims to: 

• Consolidate the understanding of research methods in the development of 
creative practice for the student by providing opportunity to explore ideas 
intellectually, through notional investigation and concept planning.   

• Prepare the student for negotiating a body of work for future development. 
 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 

1. Develop and justify a structured approach for the planning and production of a 



negotiated research project using a research method or protocol to inform a 
specialist area of practice. 

 
2. Conduct critical and reflective debate about issues raised during research and 

analyse and interpret the results upon which practical activity can be 
developed. 

 
3. Apply research methods to investigate new directions, concepts and problems 

and elements of measured creative risk in specialist practice. 
 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
The student will work independently and also with others and demonstrate an ability 
to provide considered judgments in relation to critical debate and within the context of 
professional practice. 
 
Use a systematic approach to research and formulate and manage a plan within 
available resources and time limits. 
 
 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, 
coursework, project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative 
assessment tasks must be included. 
 
The student will be assessed on the production of a research proposal, plan and 
report.  The proposal and plan will take the form of a presentation to peers with 
notation and poster.  The report will normally be in written form. 
 
 
Assessme
nt  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count 
or equivalent 
if appropriate 

1 
 

2,3 Presentations and action 
plan 

50% 2000 

2 
 

1  Report  
 

50% 2000 

 
 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The nature of study in this area implies the eventual production of an original, creative 
and personal body of work, which is supported by specific, individual systematic 
research.  Students will be helped to recognize how theorizing the issues relevant to 
their practice area can develop their understanding of practice. 
 
Students will require individual tutorial discussions/negotiations in formulating a 
research topic, as well as periods of independent study. Students will present their 
proposals and research plans to staff and their peers. A formal presentation will 
articulate the requirements and structure of a report. 
 
There will be group tutorials to provide evidence and structure to periods of self 



directed study. 
 
 
 
Syllabus outline: 
There will be discussion about the relationship between ‘practice’ and ‘research’ and 
the relationship between the subject study and other bodies of knowledge. Students 
will be encouraged to consider research methods through reflective practice.  
 
They will be expected to conduct an appropriate literature search and structure a 
bibliography acknowledging correct academic referencing protocol and relate this 
research to specialist practice. 
 
A formal presentation will articulate the requirements and structure of a report to 
identify an area of research relevant to their area of practice. 
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